Patriotism is a deeply personal concept for me, rooted in an unwavering love and devotion to my
country. For me, it entails not only cherishing the exceptional contributions of individuals who have
served, including veterans and active-duty military members, but also striving to express my
gratitude and respect for their sacrifices. The profound significance of honoring the commitment of
individuals like my parents, who have dedicated over 18 years to serving in the Navy and Marine
Corps, is ingrained in my understanding of patriotism. Their sacrifices and unwavering commitment
have had a profound impact on our family, reinforcing my belief in the importance of honoring their
dedication.

Furthermore, | believe that patriotism extends beyond symbolic gestures and encompasses
actively supporting local businesses, participating wholeheartedly in community events, and
selflessly volunteering to make a meaningful difference. Even the seemingly simple act of proudly
displaying the American flag represents a tangible demonstration of unwavering support and
commitment to our nation. In essence, being a patriot involves not only holding a deep and abiding
love for your country but also actively participating in initiatives that positively impact your
community.



